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In neurological language ‘‘cerebral localization’? means 
assigning certain mental functions to a specific area in the 
brain. I submit that our attempts to “localize” psi phe- 
aomena have until recently been bogged down because 
we were asking the wrong questions. Instead of trying to 
pinpoint the origin of ESP or PK in a given brain region, 
we must ask what it is that prevents our system from being 
flooded by the steady influx of psi stimull from the past, 
the present and the future all the ame. 

i believe, furthermore, that we must not throw two dis- 
parate classes of psi into one basket: namely, (1) spon- 
taneous incidents of the type seen in crises, dreams, 
trance states or the psychoanalytic situation—! would 
describe these as aeed-determined-—and, (2) expert- 
mental, forced-choice incidents of the card-guessing type. 
They are of trivial, indifferent nature, possess no survival 
advantage, and I would describe them as flaw-deter- 
mined. 

Focusing on flaw-determined phenomena, we can take 
Hl. Bergson’s filter theory as our point of departure. This 
leads us to the reticular formation in the brain stem as the 
structure which protects the organism from being flooded 
by excessive stimulation from both inside and outside: 
from sensory as well as extrasensory overload—including 
subliminal perceptions. I suggest that the same regulatory 
function acts as a brake on the uncontrolled and indis- 
criminate release of motor impulses that, if unchecked, 
would wreak havoc in our social and physical environment. 
fn the end, it would exhaust the person's energy supply 
like a Roman candle. Two clinical examples illustrate the 


point. One is a paranoid schizophrenic’s delusion of 


drowning ina sea of social hostility; the other is a polter- 
peist child’s explosive acting-out of his pent-up destruc- 
tive impulses. 

How then do these considerations apply to typical 
ESP-card tests—the forced-choice type of psi phenomena? 
They suggest that the capriciousness of correct hits in 


such experiments is due to the random occurrence of 


minor flaws in the reticular formation’s screening or in- 
tubitory functions. These random flaws permit a few 
equally capricious bursts of psi to intrude into the 
subject’s scoring pattern. This is why I describe these psi 
effects as flaw-determimned. 

However, this hypothesis cannot account for the emer- 
gence and central brain processing of those major, 
need-determined psi experiences which occur in dreams, 
crises, in the psychoanalytic situation or in ae dae 
drawings. Such incidents invalve mental events ofa highly 
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stimuli, while the reticular formation serves as a sereen 
protecting the person. fron being flooded) and— over- 
whelmed = oby  cither need. or flaw determined — cx- 
pertences or by both. 

To sum up: pst phenomena have their neural foothold on 
two levels of the central nervous system: one in the brain 
stem, the other in the brain cortey. The emergence of a 
piven psi incident depends on minor irregularities in the 
functioning of the reticular formation, coupled with the 
compensatory functioning of the right hemisphere. 


Note: A previous version of this article appeared in the 
Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease. Vol. lot, No. 6, 
197S. A fuller statement will also be included in Dr. 
Phrenwald's forthcoming book, PARAPSYCHTATRY: A 
SEUDY OF PST FUNCTIONS AND D YSFUNCTIONS. 


ASPR HELPS 
WITH AN INTERSESSION SYMPOSIUM 


During January 1976 an- Intersession symposium on 
parapsychology was held at Ladveliff College, Highland 
Falls, N.Y. for undergraduates there. It was initiated and 
coordinated by ‘Timothy Revers of the Psycholopy 
Department. Several people connected with the ASPR 
participated as lecturers and consultants. Since this was 
the first time parapsychology had been extensively 
covered in a course at Ladycliff, we asked Mr. Revers to 
make some comments. 

What were your major purposes in making this course 

avadable ? 
Partly (o respond to the students’ great interest and 
curiosity. Also I believe that such programs, if handled 
well, can help get parapsychology into mainstream higher 
education, where it has for too long been slighted. 

How did you go about getting it included on the 

fntersession program? 
Many colleges use the January Intersession (a short term 
between Fall and Spring terms) to introduce innovative 
and experimental programs. Ladycliff's program is very 
Hexible; so there was no problem introducing a two-credit 
course entitled ‘The Psychic Scene: An Introduction to 
Parapsychology.”’ 

Did the faculty show interest? The administration? 
Yo my delight the announcement of the course was met 
with genuine excitement by many people in the College 
community, including members of the psychology, philo- 
sophy, history and art departments. While many cx- 
pressed only slight familiarity with the research being 
done, they were receptive to broadening our knowledge in 
this dimension of man. Our president, Dr. Francis J. 
Breidenback, especially encouraged me by his continuing 
imtcrest in the program's progress, 

What point of view did you stress? 

Both an experiential and a research approach were taken. 
in discussing each topic we usually began by presenting 
several case studies and then progressed to a review of the 
research in that area. At midpoint in the two weeks, some 

lassroom ESP experiments were conducted, with results 

RRestive of marked psychic ability in one student at 
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informally encouraged students to share their personal 
psychte experiences. “ath the course hackeround behind 


them, this proved be a successful) session In 
collaboration with the \SPR, 1 put together an exhibit of 
photos with captions: — showed various aspects of recent 


research, and drew cor iderable attention when displayed 
in one of the college ! diways. 

How did the studen react? 

Though, when the cou « was announced, many students 
apparently weren't ques’ sure what to expect of it, they 
showed such interest hat we had to close registration 
early. A questionnaire which students filled out on the 
final day showed surj-ise at the extensiveness of the 
rescarch; a wish, by cme, that there had been some 
“demonstrations” of | .chic phenomena in class; and a 
feeling that they had le ned to distinguish better between 
parapsychology and th. ‘toccult.”" Some said they now 
realized that this is ac important dimension of human 
nature to be taken ser nusly. 

Do you plan to repes? this another year? 

Definitely. Eventually hope to offer it as an elective 
during the regular scho: i year. | believe this can be done if 
the quality of such exp: imental programs is maintained 
ata high level. This wil be the best way to dispel the 
skepticism of parapsve! olopy's opponents. 

The success of the po osram encouraped me to offer a 
summer four-week eve. sig seminar at Ladyctiff in June 
entilled “Current Issue in Psychology,”" for laymen. It 
dealt primarily with ps ipsychology, altered states and 
death and dying. 
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